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The good example which has been set us by Mr. Salter to look out 
for traces of mechanical and vital agencies in the Cambrian beds is 
worthy to be followed by every brother of the hammer; and instead 
of waiting, like Micawber, for " something 
to turn up," to set heartily to work and 
turn up the stones for ourselves. I t is 
well known what good work Mr. Salter 
has done in the Cambrians of the Long-
mynd, towards clearing up the circum
stances under which those rocks were de
posited, as well as in tracing the remains 
of their ancient life ; but much remains to 
be done ere this formation is as well known 
as the others. One thing, however, is cer
tain, that the Cambrians and the Drift are 
at present the " l ions" of the geological 
world, so that the study need not suffer on 
the ground of unpopularity. 

Being out one day (during a recent Supposed footprint at Da%, 
visit to the Isle of Man), at Dalby, where I s l e of Maa- i nat. size. 
the Cambrian rocks are quarried for flags by a newly-formed slate-
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company, I observed that many of the slabs were most decidedly 1 
ripple-marked. This is, I believe, the first time that such appear- | 
ances have been observed in the island; indeed, with the ex- ;j 
ception of some doubtful fucoids, no fossils have been met with in 
these beds. The ripple-marks, however, in this instance, were so dis
tinct, that no doubt remained in my mind as to their shallow-water 
deposition. The same feature also led me more carefully to look 
out for other signs of littoral deposits, in the shape of worm-tracks, 
sun-cracks, or rain-prints. Judge then my surprise—and, need 
I say, delight ?—upon observing the impression of what I believe 
to be footprints upon a layer of rock immediately below the ripple-
marked bed. There were three such imprints visible, each being about 
six or eight inches out of the straight line, and alternately on each 
side. The impressions are about two feet six inches apart, and seemed 
all to have been formed by the same agency. The most distinct of 
them was broken just at the end, and a transverse section of the 
imprint shows it to be lenticular, or, in other words, that the pre
sent surface-appearance is not the original one, but is caused by the 
filling up of the indentation. The outline of each print is remark
ably distinct, and even where the surface-matter has fallen off the 
line is well preserved. The tout ensemble is very much like the 
dotted outline of the Protichnites figured in Owen's Palaeontology, and 
which have been found in the Potsdam Sandstone of Canada, and 
more recently in Lower Silurian rocks in Scotland. "What seems to 
bear out the fact that these are footprints, is that the quarrymen re
marked they had frequently met with them. I have briefly mentioned 
this fact, intending at some future period to take up the subject 
again when my data are more numerous. 

The position of the beds containing the supposed footprints is 
towards the top of the Manx Cambrians; and near the place where I 
obtained the slab which contains them, a fault occurs, which is beauti
fully seen from the sea. This has thrown the layers up into an almost 
perpendicular position on the right-hand side, whilst the others on 
the left abut against them, something after the manner in which the 
books on a shelf recline against the end ones when intervening ones 
have been taken away. 

I t is in the perpendicular beds, a few yards away from the fault, 
that the impressions are met with, along with the ripple-marks. 

The slabs are quarried in great lengths, and are very equal in 
thickness. Close to the bed containing the impressions there are 
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often intercalated layers of slate, quarried for roofing purposes. 
The thickness of the slabs is from three to six inches. 

[We have given our correspondent's communication the place of honour, because if it 
be worth anything at all, it is worthy of the utmost prominence. We add, however, a 
word of caution, for we cannot append our own testimony to Mr. Taylor's opinion. On 
receiving the communication, we immediately wrote to Mr. Taylor for the specimens, 
which he has obligingly sent us, but, unfortunately, we are no wiser than before. The 
impressions, or whatever they may be, to our eyes, look more like portions of gigantic 
Lingular, or some fibrous shell, than like footprints. If however they occur alternately 
on each side of a direct line, as stated by Mr. Taylor, that fact is very singular. We 
would willingly have devoted a plate to them had there been any utility in so doing, but 
although our artistic powers are tolerably good, as our readers know, we have much doubt 
whether we could render them either pictorially or sufficiently intelligibly to be of any 
practical value. Mr. Salter, to whom we sent an outline of one impression, says they 
are not organic at all, and adds that we cannot possibly say whether the beds be Cam
brian until they have been properly surveyed. We differ from him as to their organic 
origin. We consider there is little doubt about that; but what they are we are disposed 
to think it passes the wit of man to say.—ED. GEOL.] 

PAST L I F E I N SOUTH AMEEICA. 

B Y CHAELES CABTEB BLAKE, ESQ., 

Lecturer on Zoology at the London Institution. 

The minds of the British public, accustomed to review the com
plex phenomena of geology and palaeontology in the Old, are apt to 
neglect the equally interesting evidences afforded to them of past 
life in the New World. American palaeontology is distinguished not 
because the mighty hemisphere, now the seat of political convul
sions, has not passed through analogous phases of life-stages to those 
presented by the elder continent, nor because the extinct fauna of 
America is less interesting than that of Europe, Asia, or Australia, 
nor that the most eminent men in both worlds have omitted to call 
attention to the stupendous monuments of bygone existence in the 
pampas of La Plata or on the shores of Patagonia, but because the 
public mind has not yet sufficiently realized the idea that during the 
period whilst Europe and Asia underwent the manifold and changing 
influences of geological time, like conditions were passed through in 
America. 

A tradition exists in the minds of all the earliest aboriginal nations 
of America, on the banks of the Missouri, at Manta, at Punta St. 
Elena in Ecuador, at Suacha in New Granada, at Tarija on the 
eastern slopes of the Andes, and at Tagua-tagua in the south of 
Chile, that a vast nation of colossal human beings existed before the 
present inhabitants. These giants, the credulous and imaginative 
mind of the native supposed, were destroyed by the deities, like the 
old race of Titans by the Olympian gods, or the Hrimthursar—the 




